
October 13, 1935 

Douglas and Juneau joined at last! 
 
 The formal opening of the Juneau-Douglas Bridge was a monumental event in 1935. Dedication ceremonies, a 
parade, crowning of queens from both cities, and a frenzy of cross-channel events marked the union of the two 
cities on the Channel. 
 
 The big day marked the opening of the bridge to the general public. However, a group of hooligans from 
Douglas, led by Mayor A.E. Goetz, had made an early-morning preemptive crossing on September 2, taking a 
tour of downtown Juneau before breakfasting with Juneau Mayor Izzy Goldstein, and then returning to the Is-
land.  
 
 The Daily Alaska Empire ran a special edition on October 13, and reported in detail on the 14th. Some excerpts 
of the Empire’s coverage follow. 





  

While Sun Glistens On Steel Girders, Officials Exchanged Greeting, 

History Written In Fellowship Pact of Two Cities. 
  
The dream of over 20 years was realized Sunday afternoon when the $255,000 Douglas 
steel bridge connecting Juneau and Douglas, was officially dedicated and opened for 
traffic. 
  
The weather was perfect and the sun glistened on the steel girders of the bridge as dedi-
catory ceremonies were held. 
  
The parade moved from Juneau to the center of the bridge where the delegation from 
Douglas waited, separated by a tiny strip of white crepe paper. 
  
Headed one way, was the float of Juneau Queen, Birdie Jensen and her attendants.  On 
the opposite side of the tape was the Douglas float with Queen Phyllis Edwards and her 
attendants headed toward Juneau. 
  



  
O.H. Stratton, former Construction Engineer of New York State and one of the co-architects of the famous St. 
John’s bridge in Portland, designed and supervised the construction of the Douglas Bridge which he declares 
to compare favorably with any of the 50 or more steel bridges with whose design and construction he has 
been associated during his career 
  
“My intention in designing the Douglas Bridge has been not only to give the best bridge possible for the 
money available, but to design a bridge that would fit in and become a part of the surrounding beautiful scen-
ery”, he said today.  “I believe I have succeeded in that purpose”.  A picture of this bridge will be submitted 
to the American Institute of Steel Construction in their annual contest for the most beautiful steel bridge built 
during the year 1935. 
  



  
Perhaps the only folks not celebrating were the operators of the ferry service that, for nearly 70 years, had linked 
Douglas, Treadwell, Thane, and Juneau. Service was eventually shut down on October 31. 
  


